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KNU - Karen National Union
Headquarters
Kawthoolei
ww.knuhgq.org

A New Report on Human Rights Violations in Kawthoolei over the Last 2 Years Since
the Myanmar Military Seized power in 2021
April 5, 2023

(KAWTHOOLETI - April 3, 2023) -- The Karen National Union is launching a new report,
“Myanmar Military’s War Crimes in Kawthoolei: Loss of Lives and Livelihoods after the Coup
of 2021.” The report is the most comprehensive account to date of human rights violations
committed by the Myanmar military in Kawthoolei —the areas of eastern Myanmar under the
KNU’s administration— since its attempted coup on Feb. 1, 2021 through to Dec. 31, 2022.
Data and analysis in this report is based on research and collaboration between the KNU’s
Human Rights Committee, Department of Foreign Affairs, and the Research and
Documentation Branch of the Department of Organizing and Information as guided by the
KNU’s Central Executive Committee.

The 88-page report, available in Burmese with an executive summary in English (links below),
is based on daily updates from the Karen National Liberation Army-Headquarters (KNLA-HQ),
data supplied by KNU’s district, township and village-level administrators as well as from
Karen civil society organizations (CSOs) plus evidence collected through extensive interviews
with residents impacted by human rights violations. The interviews were jointly conducted by
the KNU’s Human Rights Committee together with district and township leaders throughout
the year.

Among key findings of the report are the following atrocities committed by the Myanmar
military in Kawthoolei between February 2021 and December 2022.
e atotal of 7,587 clashes across the seven districts under KNU administration, which
drove at least 365,187 people out of their homes
e indiscriminate attacks against pro-democracy movements under the military’s notorious
“four cuts” strategy
e 19 types of human rights violations, including forced labor, arbitrary arrests, tortures
and killings, extortion, using civilians as human shields, looting and burning of private
and public properties



